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                                                                 Abstract 
 
 
 
BOTTOM CREEK, BENT MOUNTAIN, VA, 
 
By Genesis Chapman MFA 
 
A thesis submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of 
Master of Fine Arts at Virginia Commonwealth University. 
 
Virginia Commonwealth University, 2010 
 
Major Director: Reni Gower, Professor, Painting and Printmaking 
 
 
 
The title of this thesis Bottom Creek, Bent Mountain, VA is the subject of my 
large ink drawings. Starting with the spring outside my window, this book 
describes the creeks as it flows across the mountain that I grew up on. My 
drawings document the experience of walking along the banks of Bottom Creek 
as it flows past farms fields and along the roadside. Described as a seemingly 
insignificant place, the creek  is in fact it is one of the most basic, and important 
parts of this mountain’s landscape, because the creek’s natural process it is 
responsible for producing the landscape as we see it. Through drawing the water 
from direct observation, I find a deeper connection to the land and respect for its 
ever changing processes.   
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